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Who commandg a regimental artillery group? Whabt is the relation-

ship between the srtillery deputy of the regimental commander

and the copmandsr of the atteched or supporting artillery units?

In ap infantry regiment, the artillery deputy of the regimental
commander commands the regimental artillery group and commanders

of any sttached or supprriting ertillery units are subordinste

t0 him,

Whe dispatches and controls artillery reconnaissance patrols?

The division artillery deputy dispatches radic, telephone,
reconnaissance apd topography men, who are available from the
division headguarters company, tc the subordinate wunits as

reconnaissance pakrols,

command=r?  To the battery commander?

- Whet local security forces are av&ilabla to the battalion

Battalion and bakbery commanders are in front of their units
a8 Torward observers. They have no special security forces,
and have only s minimum nuwrber of radioc, telephone and recon-.

nalissance men, varying from two to four for the battery commander,

from five to eight for the battalion commander. The battalion
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or battory commander must protect h:lnaelr by shifting fire
st any threat. Moreover he always has an altermate

~ observation pont to which he ‘ean move ir neceasary.

Who organizes the antlitank derensc of the battalion and the
battem How 18 it organizedi o

Battalion and battery eemndera organize AT defense. 'by d:l.reetins
fire at tanks which appear in the sectors assigned to the unit,
‘AT ditches, AT mines, and other antitank obstacles are loecated
in froat of the main line of resistance. These are erected by

' the separate engineer battalion of the rifle division, under

supervision of the. d:lv:ls:.on engineer officer, by order of the.
: diﬁ.sion ee—a.nder.

At what stage in the course of the attack are urt:l.llory md
mrtu- unita rcl”.sed to local control?

vm:.llery and nortar wnits charged w:l.th laying dowa a barrage
-and supporting imfantry are placed under the command of the

- infantry unit commander, who decides when to release these

support uaits to local control. Usually this occu‘n only: a.ftor
tho successful tcrnination of tlu atuck. ‘

What are tha eriteria ror dat-r-:l.nm the lerueubil;ltr of
_ individual pieeea? ‘

!hwretiealli, all ms (hmt:l.tzers, -ertars, _u, AT and f:l.old
guns) are classified in four categories as follows: (1) t:l.rlt
class; (2) minor dotccts, (3) defective; and (i) seriously
defective. I cammot say which defects would place & gum in

any one category. In practice a gun co-andcr will fire kis
Pplecé in combat as long as it will stand wp. ‘During the last
way all howltzers, A'r. u, and field guns, and mortars were
eluekcd for nrv:l.eeab 1ity and were given mimor repairs by the

"orudiynyy Master" (gum mechanic) attached to each unit. This

_#an also determined when it was necessary to send a gun to the

Q.

A

talion artillery repair shop. At present there is no such
3/0 position in artillery units; iastead, the regimental or = -
sep arty ba repair shopa dotomm the urvi.coo.buity aad
ettesory of sum.

Is timed fire used oxtenaivoly in Soviet arti:llom Do VT
rual oxiat? m thay 1n serv:l.ce u rosulu' nter;lal? N

Sov:let artillorv uges volley t.u-e, but no timed f:l.ro on tu-cota.
‘Soviet artillery uses KTH-1 fuzes for fragmentation anti- -
personnel rounds, /see page 26, DA pamphlet 30-2/ KTN-3 fuzes -
for fragmentation mti-pcrsonncl or delayed-action rounds agains
pillboxes, KTH-6 or ND-5 base fuzes for AP rounds st . tanks,

_ and RG-6 head fuzes on fragmentation rounds. “these

fuges can be t!.ud, but none are VT fuzes, Rounds for 37T-mm
AA use the M3-8 (Membrannyy-golowmoy - head membrane)fuze,
which 1s ulf-dcstmm; if it fails to hit the target and is
oalled the "Samo likvidator" - Self liguidator.  Soviet fukes
“are efficlent and it is rare that a shell fails to explode.
I cannot say whether the Soviets have a V'! fuze or mot. I
nover heard of or saw VT fuzes.
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'How extensiyely 1s ricochet fire employed by Soviet artillery?

Ricochet fire is used very little by Soviet artillery. It is
used only in cases where no direct fire is possible. -

Are SU-T6s which are assigned to infantry regiments considered
artillery or tank and mecz troop units? Do they fire aecordins
to~ a.r.ored or artillery regnla.t:lons?

SU-768 in infantry regiments are considered artillery and. fire
under artillery control according to artillery regulationa.
All SU units are designated as "battery, battalion, etc .as8 is
dohe with artillery, and not "company, battalion, ete" as in
the infantry. .

Define subsequent concentration, stand barrage, 1nfantry
acoonpanying barrage, anti-tank (rolling) barrage.

I can deﬁne only the following t:ypes of fire:

(a) Nepodvizhnyy Zagraditelnyy Ogon - standing barrage;
interdiction fire on road junctions and fire on fized
targets.

(b) Ogon® Na Soprovozhdeniyu Pekhoty - infantry acconpany:l.ng
' barrage, fire to cover infantry.

(e) Protivotankovyy Zagraditelnyy Ogon - anti-tank barrage;
fire on statiocnary or moving tanks.

(d) Postanovka Ognevogd Vais - rolling barrage; moving fire
or transfer of fire. )

(e) Sosredotoechennyy Ogon' - concentrated fire; used on areas
known to contain hostile troop concentrations; usually of
short duration.

(£f) Beglyy Oson‘ - rapid fire; each gun fires as fast as possible.

(g) StryePba Po Ploschadyam - zone fire used against an area
. contailning enemy targets. :

(h) Udarnaya Stryelba - percussion fire; used against obstaeles
such as pillboxes and enemy firing positions.

(1) Distantsionnaya Stryeiba - distance fire; fuze is set to
: explode at a certain time and distance.

Are point concentrations employed (in contrast to area concen-
trations)? How 1s destruction fire with indirect artillery
fire conducted?

Soviet artillery uses both pinpoint concentration fire and .

area concentration fire. During indirect firing, the observers

first register the gun by observing the fire effects and after

30 tﬁget has been zeroed, destruction fire will be conducted
volleys.

*
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If a differemce of opinion concerning she use of artillery arises
‘Dstween . the regimental commsnder and his artillery deputy or the
group commander, who carries the day? Between a conbincd u'll
cemndor and h:ls ehief artillery doputy? ‘

A sood regmntal, divisional, corpu, or army commsnder will llml
consult his artillery deputy on artillery matters and conduct his
actions according to the advice given by the artillery deputy.

The combined arms commander is the supreme authority, but éxcept
in’'rare instances, the a.rtillery :l.aﬂ ed as propased by thc .

- arsillery deputy.
I remember the case of General sobolovskiy, whq sent a tank

e

corps imto action without infantry port, against the advice
of his deputy for armored and mohn.:ged troops, while he
commanded the Vitebsk-Orsk fromt during 1944. The tank corps was
annihilated, and Sokolovskiy, who lu.d ‘not listened to the ldv:lco
of his deputy, was removed from his command and was sens to the
Far East in disgrace: However Sokolovskiy later f-qainod ra_vor,
hecame CG of GOFG, and prasen'cly is the ‘Deputy m.n:lshr or s
Armed Forcos in Moscow. .

What 1is tho function of the towed artillery Mcludod .’m tlnk
and noohmized formations?

Taowed u'tillory in tank and mechanized formations iz used as reg-
ular artillery to lay down a ban-age and to support the _tank -
at‘uck by mbile displacement. i

qu long does each type of ’ba.ttery requ:.re to.go into position
and camence firing? Who supervises this procodure? What
otﬁ.oer actually directs the firing of the pileces? :

I have no kmowledge about the length of time roquired for rield
artillery batteries to be positioned and commence firing.

The 37-am AA gun on the move iz always ready md can be fired
within one minute after an order is given.-

The ba.ttory commander, platoon leader, or gun crew chicr (Nco)
dwnrvinos and directs the actual firing of the 37-mm AA gun.

Arp moss concentrations pre-plmod? How does procoduro in.
reparing a concentration upon a surprise target of epportunify

»d:l.rfor from that used in deliberate pre-planned fire?

All fire concentrations are pre-plamned, except those on a sur-
prise target of opportunitvy. Artillery gun crews spend months

of training to learn how to switch fire to a surprise target: of
opportunity. About two hours per week are dovotod oxclua:lvoly

to this type of training.

'mn a4 surprise target of opportunity presents itself th. oburnr

108 or telephones the necessary information and within one

ute firing on the target is commenced. If the first two or
three rounds do not pinpoint the target, the observer makes: sorrec-
tlons until the target is destroyed. The difference’ in pre-planned

fire and fire on a surprise target is that the target 1s registered

in pre-planned fire and is not resistered in riro on surprise
targets.

How doea tl;e forward observer adjusg fire upon a tarxet? "
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The forward observer directs fire uponm the target by transmitéing

‘the azimuth, elevation, and range adjustments to the gun commander

by telephone or radio. He observes the results of firimng through
the battery cormander's scope and $ells the gun commander what
corrections in fire are necessary depending upong the error in _
fire shown by the graduations oam the reticle of the scope. - .
7 e—— TR "t 25X1A

How 18 artillery reorganized and controlled for a pursuit mission?
What artillery formations and types of guns take part in pursuis?

For pursuit the artillery is subordimated to the deputy for ‘art-
illery on the staff of the combined arms commander, who will assign
units as the situation demands. Usually only 57-mm, T6-mm,- 100-mm

-4nd 122-mm (1ight and medium) artillery units will displace for

pursuit. Heavy artillery does.not displace immediately but trans-
fers its fire to designated targets until required to move up.

How large 18 a typical batSery area? Do pileces remain in their
ririns positions between firing miss;ona? o

I can only give information about the positioning of AAA batteries
Which will cover an area about 100 m square in firimg position.
While firing defensive missions the AAA gins will remain im
position between firing missions, but during offemsive action
they displace as necessary. Z§n| | ()7

. . 25X1A
What 1s the function of the new 85-mm gun?

The new 85-mm AA gun can also be used as an AT gun. There are |
no 85-mm field pleces in the Soviet Zone at present 25X1
T-34 tanks have an 85-mm gun which 18 used as a normal €

gun. I have no furkher information on the new 85-mm gun.

When an antitank defensive (rolling) barrage is used in con-

- Junctlon with a standing barrage placed just beyond she MLR,

what types of guns take part in each? 1s there any overlap?
Do guns firing in the antitank barrage shift to standing
barrage When tanks pass out of pre-planmed barrage zone? |

&§1tmk defensive rolling barrages are used only if ta.nks are

visible, while a standing barrage 1s used more as an. interdiction
fire. To the best of my kmowledge such a barrage is not used -

in conjunction with the standing barrage, and there 15 mo '
overlap. Guns firing an antitank barrage cease firing when the
tanks pass out of the pre-planned barrage zone, £o that they will
Rot waste ammunition. All guns execept mortars and rocket launch-
ers are AT guns and will fire in AT barrages. o

What changes have been introduced im artillery training pro-
cedures since the end of World War II? : '

lT'ﬁi_—h_l new traiming procedures were instituted for AAA units

SR superseded training according to the manuals of 1944,

" Formerly the manuals taught that, when firing on aireraft, the.

sights were adjusted for the speed, flight direction, angle of

dive, and pitch of the aircraft, At present only the speed of

“the attacking eircraft 1s fed to the sights. Range correction

is no longer manual and firing 13 done by the collimator only,
wikhout requiring the gunner to feed any other computations to

the sights. Fire on tanks is also done by the collimator at

present, and the gunner must only compite the speed of the tank
and adjust the amount of lead or trail necessary. Previously
both the course and speed were calculated when firing on tanks,
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The new training procedures stress the fact that only direct
fire is to be used. I am unghle to glve information about
tralning procedures or changes in training procedures in other
artillery branches. a C el o

4t are the designated transfer limits for the various Sqviet

artillery pieces?

I db not know whét the tranbfer limits are”for any Soviet
artillery pieces. n

What types of prime movers adte used with the various artillery
pleces? Are theymggoggeqountry or road-Bound vehicles?

37-nm AA guns, 5T-mm AT guns, 76-mm guns, and 85-mm AA guns arg
towed by three-ton Studebaker prime movers in the Soviét Zone of
Germany, and by GAZ or ZIS prime movers in the USSR. All -of these
are cross-country vehicles ¢apable of climbing grades up to

45 degrees. ; -
I saw no fully-tracked or half-tracked prime movers in the Soviet
Zone of Germany. During WW II I saw 203-mm guns which were towed

by Balf-tracks. I kmow of no other prime movers.

What is eonsidered the unit of fire of each type of piece? How
Tounds of ammmnition are ecarried with eaoh plece normally

nany
in camba@? How many ro 8 in the blttqlion ;nd resinantal_train?

The unlt of fire for the 37-mm AA gun 1s 200 rounds. I cammot
give. the unit of fire for any other artillery piece. .

Two units of fire are carried with each 37-mm AA gun in combat,

- and three units of fire are cdrried in the battalion or regi-

mental train.

Are the following coneepts reeoknizeénin the Soiiet artillery:
Direct Support; General Support:; Reimforeing; General Support

Reinforeing? If not, how are the forms of fire support designated?
The following firing coticepts are recognized in Soviet artillery:

(&) Pryamaya Podderzhksa - direct support CrETEe
(b) oObshchaya Podderzhka --:general support
(e¢) Usilivaniye - reinforcing

I- never heard of general support reinforcing‘but there mishf A
be such a firing concept.

What are "dagger batteries" and how are they used?

I have never heard of dagger batteries, but do know the term
"Kinzhal 'nyy Ogon'" (dagger fire), which refers to overlapping
erossfire, Dagger fire was used very effectively by light
:rt%ii;:gﬂ(BT-mm and 76-mm guns) against the Mannerheim line
n’ Y "

Are AT units ever used as regular artillery? If so, how Bnd when?

AT unlts are used as regular artillery and participate in laying
down a barrage, especially if insufficient field guns are on.:.

nd. The primary mission of AT usiits 1s8.30 destroy enemy tanks,
but the combined arms commander. can use AT guns to fire on
enemy pillboxes, fortifications and personnel.
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When and in what manner do newly-arrived artillery units move

.dnbo position before an attmek? Are positions previously
‘ecouneitered by the GO of the units imvelvad? 'Are pomitions

_prepared for the guns before they arrive? If so, by whom?
Newly-arrived artillery unite usually move 50 RS 0 Iesdh

their firing position area the night before the attsok., A1l

‘arpillery moves are secret, usually done &% night travelling

erss-eountry, while observing blackout comditions. Usually .

‘$he divisionsl commander and his artillery deputy select the :

£iying positions and reconnoiter them with the regimental
copmanders. In his turn the regimental commander defines the

pogitions for the battery commanders, : Providing thers is

f§1 ‘posivions for she battalion commanders, who define the

suffiolent time, the gun positions are prepared, entrenchments
md\ui and mﬂouﬂuo is_arranged by .pm orews prigr :o

Tival of the guna, If there is no time for previous
gn aration, the. orews will dig in and camouflage $heir

positions immedia oly &fter arrival in the area.

-.’M-

25X1A
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